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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

SOMERSHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Monday 9 February 2026 at 7.30 p.m.
At the Millennium Sports Pavilion, The Trundle, Somersham PE28 3JS
www.somersham-pc.gov.uk

PRESENT WERE:

ClIr B Bruce CllIr D Potter (in the Chair)
Cllr A Chapman Cllr F Reid

Cllr N David Cllr D Sutton

Mrs I Healiss, Executive Officer
Mrs J Turney, Deputy Clerk

Seats Fifteen (15), Councillors Present Six (6), Vacancies five (5), Quorum Five (5).

IN ATTENDANCE

District Councillor Steve Criswell
County Councillor Charlotte Lowe

639/2/26 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received and approved from:
Cllr C Dolby - personal

Clir T Sansom - personal
ClIr R Woolway - personal
ClIr D Skeggs - ABSENT

640/2/26 PARISH COUNCILLORS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No declarations were made.

641/2/26 PUBLIC FORUM

It was proposed by Cllr Sutton, seconded by Clir Bruce and unanimously resolved to adjourn the
meeting at 19:30 for a period of time to hold a public forum. Standing Orders apply.

¢ Planning application 25/02439/S73 — District Councillor Criswell explained the variation to
raise the roof ridge height by 600mm to conform to building regulations.

e Previous long-standing Somersham Parish Councillor Mr Nick Hoy’s funeral will be held on
Friday 13" February at 11am.

The meeting reconvened at 19:34

642/2/26 REPORT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

o The traveller site query raised at a previous meeting is still being investigated by Clir
Criswell, who has referred the matter to planning administration at HDC for an update.
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e Local Government Reform — Huntingdon District Council have agreed Option E.

¢ Local Elections — Huntingdon District Council voted to hold elections in May 2026

e A meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 10 February, to discuss the CCC Highways budget. An
application will be made for £1 million to fund improvements to the Earith Causeway, with a
further £1 million allocated for pothole repairs across the County. Funding for road
maintenance remains ringfenced, and Highways have confirmed they will continue with their
current contractor for the next two years.

L

643/2/26 PLANNING MATTERS

a) PLANNING APPLICATIONS

25/02439/S73 Land North Of 16 The Bank Somersham 12/2/26
Variation of Condition 1 (Plans) of 23/00369/REM in relation to the single self-build
plot only.

It was proposed by Cllr Sutton, seconded by Clir David and unanimously RESOLVED to support the
Variation of Condition 1, to raise the roof of the single self-build plot by 600 mm.

26/00028/HHFUL Green Acres Pidley Sheep Lane Pidley Huntingdon PE28 3FL  10/2/26
Single story front and rear extension.

It was proposed by ClIr Sutton, seconded by Cllr Chapman and unanimously RESOLVED to object to
this application due to the proposed extension intruding into open country side, which would be
detrimental to the rural character of the surrounding area.

25/02320/FUL Land East Of Sun A Rise Parkhall Road Somersham 16/2/26
Construction of a dwelling with associated parking and
private amenity land

It was proposed by Cllr Sutton, seconded by Clir Chapman and unanimously RESOLVED to object to
this application due to overdevelopment of the site. The proposed dwelling will reduce sunlight into
neighbouring properties and is not in keeping with the existing street scene, as per previous comments
submitted.

26/00066/FUL Land South West of 9 Bank Avenue Somersham 16/2/26
Erection of detached 3 bedroom dwelling and associated parking

It was proposed by Cllr Sutton, seconded by Clir Bruce and unanimously RESOLVED to object to
this application due to overdevelopment of the site.

26/00081/HHFUL 11 Ibbott Crescent Somersham Huntingdon PE28 3JP 19/2/26
Proposed WC/utility room extension

It was proposed by Cllr Sutton, seconded by Clir Chapman and unanimously RESOLVED to support
this application as it is in keeping with the existing street scene.

b) PLANNING REFUSED

25/02230/S73 6B The Bank Somersham Huntingdon PE28 3DJ 20/1/26
Variation of condition 2 (Plans) of 25/00564/HHFUL
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25/01260/HHFUL 88 High Street Somersham Huntingdon PE28 3EH 16/1/26
Replacement Windows

¢) PLANING APPROVED

25/02341/HHFUL 1 Braefield, Somersham, PE28 3YD 29/1/26
Erection of a 2 storey side extension

644/2/26 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12™ JANUARY 2026

The Minutes were proposed by Cllr Potter, seconded by Cllr Chapman, and unanimously
RESOLVED as approved.

19:43 Cllr Lowe arrived at the meeting.

645/2/26 POLICE REPORT

e Neighbourhood Safety Emails
Police Report - noted

646/2/26 EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT

i. CAPALC bulletin & NALC CEO bulletins

ii. Neighbourhood Alerts

iii. Cambridgeshire ACRE bulletins and updates

iv. Huntingdonshire DC — press releases and updates

v. Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government update regarding
an increase to the s137 expenditure limit for 26/27 to £11.60 per elector.

vi. Update regarding 7th May 2026 elections. (Nomination papers can be
delivered on any day between Monday 30 March 2026 and close at 4.00pm
on Thursday 9 April 2026.) The Association of Electoral Administrators has
released a free short parish nominations course to help candidates at town and
parish councils in England accurately complete nomination papers.

Update re: Local Government Reform — information about the Local Plan has gone into the S4U
Newsletter, Noticeboards and on the Parish Council website. The Parish Council can comment to the
consultation as a council and also individually.

647/2/26 FINANCE & RISK MANAGEMENT MATTERS

i. To Agree the Monthly Accounts (Appendix One)
The monthly accounts were proposed by Cllr Sutton, seconded by CllIr Bruce
and RESOLVED as approved. There were four (4) votes in favour, and one
(1) abstention.

648/2/26 AGREE QUOTE RECEIVED FROM TREE FUSION AT £1925 PLUS VAT,
TO PROVIDE A TREE SURVEY OVERVIEW, TREE SURVEY AND MAP & SURVEY

(COMPLETED IN EARLY MARCH.)

It was proposed by ClIr Sutton, seconded by Cllr Bruce and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the
quote from Tree Fusion at £1925 plus VAT.
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649/2/26 AGREE TO CONTRIBUTE £260 TOWARDS A NEW FIRE ALARM PANEL
AT SOMERSHAM LIBRARY (INVOICE PROVIDED PRIOR TO THE

MEETING.)

It was proposed by Clir Sutton, seconded by Cllr Chapman and unanimously RESOLVED to
contribute £260 towards a new fire alarm panel at Somersham Library. The Parish Council, as the
leaseholder, holds responsibility for ensuring the safety of the building.

650/2/26 AGREE A REPLACEMENT BENCH AROUND THE LAKE AREA AT THE
SOMERSHAM NATURE RESERVE THROUGH DAVID OGILVIE AT £930
PLUS VAT PLUS DELIVERY

It was proposed by Cllr Sutton, seconded by Cllr Chapman and unanimously RESOLVED to purchase
a replacement bench around the lake area at £930 plus VAT through David Ogilvie.

651/2/26 HIGHWAY MATTERS INCLUDING PUBLIC FOOTWAYS - REPAIRS/
MAINTENANCE

ClIr Chapman provided an update regarding a meeting held on 30" January 2026 with CCC to discuss
the new Moveable Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) installations. There will be three (3) cameras, one
(1) at corner of Cranfield Place (post to be in keeping with the conservation area,) one (1) at The
Pastures and one (1) on Chatteris Road. Volunteers are needed to provide SID battery changes and
maintenance from the end of February further to the upcoming dissolution of the Community Road
Watch.

CllIr Potter provided an update following his report to CCC Highways regarding the numerous
potholes around the village. Cllr Lowe will look into two additional potholes that were not included in
the response from the Highways department. Continued reporting of pothole issues to Highways
increases the likelihood of repairs being carried out.

652/2/26 REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY PARISH COUNCILLORS

Victory Hall film nights are going well - the next will be held on the 6™ March 2026. A silent disco is
planned for 26™ March and a Quiz Night for September.

A welcome booklet is being prepared and will be hand-delivered to residents across the new
developments within the village.

Clir Potter provided an update on the roundtable meeting held with MP Ben Obese-Jecty on 16
January 2026. Items discussed were:

Local Government Reorganisation

Funding Pressures and Local Services

Policing, Community Safety & Enforcement

Education, SEND and Youth Provision

Key priorities and next steps
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653/2/26 NOTICES & MATTERS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

e Working party for the maintenance of MVAS in the village from the end of February 2026
e Local election nominations
e  Christmas Fayre at the Norwood playing field.

e New councillor for co-option.

The next meeting of Somersham Parish Council will be on Monday 9" March 2026 at 7.30pm in
the Millennium Pavilion, The Trundle, Somersham, PE29 3JS.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:40 hours.

Chairman
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